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In March 2010, Christian Johansson, Secretary, Department of Business and Economic Development (DBED), convened the Green Jobs & Industry Task Force, inviting a group of 26 public- and private-sector leaders representing diverse businesses and organizations to develop specific and timely recommendations to help Maryland create green jobs and move toward a smarter, greener Maryland economy.  
Planning for the Task Force began in November 2009.  Staff representatives from nine state agencies, including GWIB and DLLR, identified relevant research, policy papers, reports and other information for the Task Force.  Among the relevant documents were GWIB’s Maryland Energy Workforce Report, as well as third-party reports discovered by the GWIB Energy Initiative Steering Committee during its research phase. Staff prepared a White Paper for the Task Force summarizing green economic and workforce concepts and strategic issues based on this data.  

Between March and May, DBED hosted three full-committee meeting/planning sessions. The members formed three working-groups focused on (1)Greening Existing Industries, (2)Attracting, Expanding, and Retaining Green Businesses, and (3)Promoting Green Services, Markets, and Communities. Each workgroup was lead by an industry member. Staff provided administrative support for the work groups, and assisted in drafting their notes and recommendations.  The working groups met three or more times between regularly scheduled Task Force Meetings.

DBED, working with the Governor’s Delivery Unit, has completed a draft of the Green Jobs & Industry Task Force Report.  The current draft has 38 recommendations clustered within six strategic issues.  The final report is expected to be released before the end of June.
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