The Integration of Immigrants and Their Families in Maryland

“The Contributions of Immigrant Workers to the Economy”
- Randy Capps and Karina Fortuny, The Urban Institute
Biography  for Randy Capps

Randy Capps, a demographer with substantial expertise in immigrant populations, is a Senior Research Associate at the Urban Institute.  He has a Ph.D. in Sociology from the University of Texas, and has analyzed data on immigrants from a wide variety of sources, at the national, state and local levels.  Dr. Capps recently published national-level reports on trends in the immigrant labor force, the health and well being of young children of immigrants, and the characteristics of immigrants’ children in elementary and secondary schools.  He is currently conducting a study of the impact of immigration enforcement operations on children of unauthorized immigrants and recently participated in an evaluation of employment services in the federal refugee resettlement program.  His recent work at the state and local level includes a demographic profile of immigrants in Arkansas; a study of immigrant integration in Louisville, Kentucky; a description of the unauthorized population in California and Los Angeles; a study of tax payments by immigrants in the Washington, D.C., metropolitan area; an assessment of immigrants’ health care access in Connecticut; and an analysis of the involvement of children of immigrants in the Texas child welfare system.  

Biography  for Karina Fortuny
Karina Fortuny is a Research Associate in the Urban Institute’s Center on Labor, Human Services, and Population Studies with a main focus on the diverse U.S. immigrant population. She studies the demographic and socio-economic profiles of immigrants and their families at the local, state, and national level, analyzes the policy impact on immigrants’ well-being and integration, and examines the economic and social impact of immigration on American communities.  Her main research focus is on vulnerable groups, such as children, low-income families, low-wage workers, and refugees.  Ms. Fortuny has recently looked at the economic well-being and integration of immigrants in low-income urban neighborhoods in a study for the Annie E. Casey Foundation.

